
Grade 4- Unit 1 ELA Pre-Assessment 

 

Name:  ________________________ 

Class:  ________________________ 

Date:  ________________________ 

 

Reading Literature 

 

Directions:  Students are to read the poem “The Hen.” After reading the poem they are to 

answer the questions that follow independently. 

 

(Note to teacher: to scaffold the instruction you may read the poem aloud.) 

 

The Hen 

by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

 

The Hen is a ferocious fowl, 

She pecks you till she makes you howl. 

 

And all the time she flaps her wings, 

And says the most insulting things. 

 

And when you try to take her eggs, 

She bites pieces from your legs. 

 

The only safe way to get these, 

Is to creep on your hands and knees. 

 

In the meanwhile a friend must hide, 

And jump out on the other side. 

 

And then you snatch the eggs and run, 

While she pursues the other one. 

 

The difficulty is to find 

A trusty friend who will not mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Directions: After reading the poem, write three to five sentences explaining what 

the poem is about.  Use at least FIVE of the words in the box below in your 

writing.  Refer back to the poem for details to help in your explanation.   

 

pecks                     the hen                  flaps                     trusty              creep 

 

snatch                   fowl                      ferocious               pursues            difficulty  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Directions:  Circle the best answer choice. 

 

2. Another theme of the poem is: 

a. a trusty friend helps you in difficult times 

b. hens are scary because they peck and bite 

c. it’s important to put safety first 

 

3. What line from the poem tells you a safe way to snatch the Hen’s eggs? 

a. “and then you snatch the eggs and run” 

b. “And all the time she flaps her wings” 

c. “Is to creep on your hands and knees”  

 

4.  Which detail from the poem supports the theme, “an angry hen is a fierce 

opponent”? 

a. “the difficulty is to find a trusty friend who will not mind” 

b. “in the meanwhile a friend must hide and jump out on the other side” 

c. “and when you try to take her eggs she bites pieces from your legs” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. 

Directions: Read the task below and write an opinion piece. 

 

Your essay should include the following: 

 

1. a thesis statement clearly stating your opinion 
2. support your opinion with three reasons supported by facts and 

details 
3. concluding statement or section wrapping up your opinion 
 

 
Writing Task:   
 
Rules at school are created to provide a safe, exciting place to learn.  Schools 
sometimes change rules to reflect the changing times.  They also add new rules 
to address new issues or problems.  Think about the rules at your school.  Do 
you think that some rules need to be changed?  
 
If so, write an opinion piece about the rules that need to be changed and why. 
If not, write an opinion piece about why the rules should stay the same. 
 
 
 Essential Questions 
 

6. How can you use details and examples when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences? 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
 
7. How can you use details from the text to identify the theme of the 
story, drama, or poem to summarize? 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
 
8. How does the author of an opinion piece support his/her point of 

view? 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Scoring Guide 
 
Question 1: 0-4 points 
 

0 Student writes nothing or met none of the proficient criteria. 
1 Student met only one of the proficient criteria. 
2 Student met only two of the proficient criteria. 
3 Student uses 5 words correctly from the box, wrote 3-5 sentences, and 

explained poem meaning. 
4 Student met all proficient criteria plus used more than five words 

correctly. 
 
Multiple Choice: 1point for each correct answer 
 
2. A 
3. C 
4. C 
 
Question 5:  
  Score  

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

0-no response 

 
 
 
Essential Questions   
Questions 6-8 are not scored, but will give the teacher insight to key 
understandings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


